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Thomas DeWalt appeals from the judgment awarding him only a portion of the 

requested attorneys’ fees at trial and on appeal after he succeeded in proving disability 

discrimination against his employer.    

 

AFFIRMED, IN PART, AND REVERSED AND REMANDED, IN PART. 

Division Three holds:   

 

 The trial court abused its discretion in this case by failing to consider the nature 

and importance of this Missouri Human Rights Act claim, either when determining 

attorneys’ fees at trial or on appeal.  Moreover, its reliance on the policy of encouraging 

settlement to justify a reduction in the requested fees was misplaced in this case where no 

findings regarding settlement efforts were made.  Finally, reasonable time spent 

preparing a fee request is compensable, and the trial court abused its discretion in 

excluding all such time from the fee award.  Deducting some of counsel’s time spent 

communicating with the client was not, however, an abuse of discretion. 
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Kurt S. Odenwald, P.J. and Gary M. Gaertner, Jr., J., concur. 
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